4th Grade Reading Lesson 1: What is a poem? 
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+ apoem s like a song that you speak
instead of sing

it has a rhythm or a beat

it often rhymes but it doesn't have to
rhyme

the words of a poem are chosen
carefully to make a picture in the
reader's mind





A poem is a genre of writing that sometimes has rhyme, repetition (repeating something over), mood (emotions – happy, sad, funny, serious, etc.), short and long lines, a title, an author, and a speaker (narrator).

In today’s lesson, let’s look at the poem “Homework! Oh Homework!” By Jack Prelutsky and see what you notice.

1. Read the poem aloud.

2. Write down the words that rhyme.

3. Write down words that are repeated. 

4. Write down words you do not know and look up the meaning.

5. How many lines are in the poem? A line is like sentence of words together. For example, there are three lines below:

                    This is one line



      And this is another line



      Even if the lines don’t include punctuation.
Homework! Oh, Homework!
By Jack Prelutsky

Homework! Oh, Homework! 
I hate you! You stink! 
I wish I could wash you away in the sink, 
if only a bomb 
would explode you to bits. 
Homework! Oh, homework! 
You're giving me fits. 

I'd rather take baths 
with a man-eating shark, 
or wrestle a lion 
alone in the dark, 
eat spinach and liver, 
pet ten porcupines, 
than tackle the homework, 
my teacher assigns. 

Homework! Oh, homework! 
you're last on my list, 
I simply can't see 
why you even exist, 
if you just disappeared 
it would tickle me pink.
Homework! Oh, homework! 
I hate you! You stink!

Practice Lesson 1 – What is a Poem?

Homework! Oh, Homework!

By Jack Prelutsky

	1. Rhyming Words

stink-sink



	2. Repeated Words or Lines
Homework! Oh, homework!



	3. Unknown Words
fits: throwing a tantrum



	4. Number of Lines
There are ________ lines in this poem.


	1. Mood

Would you say this poem is humorous (funny) or sad? Explain why you feel that way? What lines from the poem can you use as evidence to support your view?




